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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives w sh to express their sincere condol ences to
the famly and friends of Linda Collins, who passed away on

January 18, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Li nda Col l'i ns, who  was di agnosed wth
sickle-cell anema at age 5, was a dedicated activist who
sought better treatments for patients suffering from

si ckl e-cell anenm a; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Collins began her wrk as a student at
Chi cago State Uni versity, wher e she studied public
adm ni stration and public policy and founded a support group
on canpus for people with sickle-cell anem a, a disease that
alters the shape and reduces the nunber of red blood cells,

depriving the body of oxygen; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Collins later worked wwth State | awmmakers to
draw public attention to the disease, holding educational
forunms, galas and canpaigns; in 1984 the 1Illinois attorney
general appointed her to the Disabl ed Person Advocacy Board,
and she hel ped draft the Anmericans wth D sabilities Act,

whi ch becane |law in 1990; and

WHEREAS, Al so in 1990, V5. Collins founded a
not-for-profit organi zati on now known as the Have a Heart for
Sickle-Cell Anema Foundation to pronbte awareness and
provide support to people who have the disease and their

famlies; and

VWHEREAS, In 2001, Ms. Collins successfully |obbied the
IIlinois General Assenbly for a $1.9 million grant for a
sickle-cell research lab and treatnent center at t he

University of Illinois at Chicago; and

VWHEREAS, Linda Collins was known as a person who could
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really get other people to cone on board; she was a good
net wor ker and brought the sickle-cell anem a disease into the
public 1like few people could do; her main goal was to raise

nmoney for research; and

WHEREAS, The passing of Linda Collins will be deeply felt
by all who knew and I|oved her, especially her children,

JeRone WIllians and Andriana Collins; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we nourn, along with all who knew her, the death of Linda

Collins of Chicago, Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Linda Collins with our sincere

condol ences.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


